
WASHINGTON STATE GOURD SOCIETY 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 

 
Present via Zoom:  Robert Manion, Grant Sulham, Jim Martin, Jeanette Chrane, Sharon 

Watson, Kathryn Egan, Evie Scribner. Present in person:  Bev Lavdas, Toni Davenport, Kathleen 
Allison, Debra Hillary, and Diane Frederick. 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held July 28, 2018, were approved as published (*Note: There 

was no meeting held in August.) 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Kathleen Allison will provide us with a copy; she stated there are no 

outstanding bills, except for the storage unit.  Review and approval of bills; review insurance 
coverage.  Motion to secure insurance coverage immediately. Passed 

 
Discussion held reviewing the draft of changes in our Constitution and Bylaws. Voted to 

distribute changes to all members, as per our bylaws.  Accepted with corrections and additions. 
 

Changes in our Constitution were proposed as follows: 
 
 Article III. – MEMBERSHIP:  The wording “Members must have current membership to 

the American Gourd Society” is removed, as the AGS no longer requires it.  The sentences, “All 
elected officers and Patch Leaders shall maintain membership in the American Gourd Society 
for the term elected.  It is encouraged that all other members join the American Gourd 
Society.” will be added. 

 
 ARTICLE IV. - THE EXECUTIVE BOARD.  
Section 2:  Officers:  President, Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer/Membership 

Secretary (combined these 2 positions), Newsletter Editor, Webmaster. 
 
Section 4:  Change the requirement of six (6) Directors to four (4), with the minimum being 

changed from six (6) to three (3). 
 
 ARTICLE V. - MEETINGS.  Section 2:  Change from eight (8) members to six (6) members 

present shall constitute a meeting, and shall meet a minimum of twice each year. 
 
 ARTICLE VI.  AMENDMENTS.   Reword as follows:  The State Constitution may be 

amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present in person and/or electronically 
at the Spring or Fall meetings, with the provision that all members have been notified of such 
amendment and the option to attend the meeting electronically at least thirty (30) days prior to 
the meeting. 

 



Changes in our Bylaws were proposed as follows: 
 
ARTICLE I – GOALS  Reword as:  The goal of this State Society is to create an environment 

where all may come together to enjoy the shared experience of gourd art, and to carry out the 
objectives of the American Gourd Society. 

 
 ARTICLE III. - OFFICERS’ TERMS.   
Section 2.  (Since it has been proposed to merge the Treasurer and Membership Secretary 

positions, and reduced number of directors, change section to read “President, Newsletter 
Editor, Webmaster and two (2) Directors are elected on odd-numbered years at the Fall 
meeting.  Vice President(s), Treasurer/Membership Secretary, and Secretary, and two (2) 
Directors on even-numbered years at the Fall Meeting.   

Add: “Newly elected officers and directors will begin their office on the first of January 
following their election to allow for a smooth transition period.” 

 
 ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS AND DUTIES.  
 
Combine Sections 4 and 5 - Treasurer/ Membership Secretary into one position:  
Revise description as follows: Receives all monies belonging to the Society; keeps accurate 

records of monies, and keeps an accurate record of members contact information. Provides 
current membership list to the executive board on a monthly basis, when there have been 
changes in the list from the previous month. Duties include the keeping records of receipts and 
disbursements. All reports required by the state or Federal Government will be filed by this 
officer. All obligations for payment will be paid by the Treasurer/Membership Secretary after 
authorization by the executive board. 

Monies will be directed to a bank convenient to the Treasurer/Membership Secretary which 
may, but is not required to, include an online banking portal for the purpose of receiving 
membership dues and/or other payments to the Washington State Gourd Society. A written 
report of receipts and expenditures are to be presented at both the Spring and Fall meetings. 

 
Section 7.  Webmaster:  Revise to read:  Maintains and updates the Society’s web page, and 

provides technical support to maintain any online electronic banking portal for receipt of 
membership dues or other payments to the Washington State Gourd Society, as determined by 
the Treasurer/Membership Secretary.   

 
ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE BOARD   
Add a Section 4.  The executive board shall establish guidelines for the formation of 

independent patches.  Patches are groups of gourd enthusiasts that meet at their discretion to 
share their art and craft. 

 
Old Business: 

WSGS Storage Locker:  Discussion was resumed on our storage locker, and how best to 
empty it out to eliminate the monthly cost:  Bev requested help to inventory items in our 



storage unit located north of Lynnwood.  Bev, Toni and Kathleen will do the following sometime 
before the end of October:  Box items to keep, donate, or sell, and prepare a list of items for 
sale and email to all members.  Bev is able to store one large container of items we need to 
keep at her home.   

 
New Business:   

Elections:  The following positions are up for election at the fall general meeting:  President, 
Newsletter Editor, Webmaster, and 2 Director positions.  We hope that members will volunteer 
for any of these positions to help to make the Washington Gourd Society the best it can be.  To 
volunteer for a position, email or call Bev Lavdas by October 16th.  Elections will be held no 
later than November 17, 2018. 

During the meeting, the following people volunteered.  More names are welcome so that 
we may have a true election by providing choices! 

President:  Bev Lavdas 
Newsletter Editor:  Diane Frederick; Asst. Editor: Sharon Watson; Publisher: Kathryn Egan 
Webmaster:  Kathryn Egan 
Director:  Toni Davenport 
Director:  Jeanette Stover 
 
Patch Hosted Classes:  Bev requested approval by the board to send a check in the amount 

of $100.00 to the Crystal Patch to help defer the hosts’ expenses for their upcoming October 
classes by Bonnie Gibson.  This event was planned before the decision by the board to help 
fund one class per year for each patch.  Kathleen will send a check to the host. 

 
Patch Definition and Class Reimbursement:  After careful review of other states’ bylaws 

and guidelines, it was recommended by Debra and Bev that language be added to the 
Constitution which gives the board the responsibility of writing a definition of what constitutes 
a patch.  Guidelines for visiting instructor events that request funding need to be finalized.  Bev 
and Debra will also design forms to be used to request reimbursement.  All forms will be 
emailed to the members of the executive board for review prior to publication.  The intent is to 
have them available on our website for downloading.   

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


